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1. Background and Summary 

Musicians perform with valuable and culturally significant musical instruments legally crafted 
decades and even centuries ago. A number of these instruments contain small amounts of ivory, 
shell, reptile skin, tree species, or other materials regulated under the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES). The international use of musical 
instruments by musicians and professional and student ensembles is essential to advancing 
diplomacy, sparking artistic innovation, and supporting vital international cultural activity. For 
species for which CITES permits are required, individual musicians and ensembles report that the 
required time and financial expense of obtaining and putting to use the MIC has often left no 
option but to forgo travel with their best musical instruments or use instruments that compromise 
that quality of performances. 
 
In partnership with CITES parties and the conservation community, music stakeholders have 
undertaken efforts to increase compliance with current permit requirements while simultaneously 
pursuing policy improvements that will alleviate unnecessary burdens. While continued 
improvement and fine-tuning of existing permit procedures would be appreciated, the 
most effective way to minimize the burden of the permit process is to appropriately exempt 
noncommercial movement of musical instruments from permit requirements during the 
listing and annotations process, and to provide simplified procedures for those activities 
that do not constitute a threat to the conservation of protected species. 
 
We ask the Parties to expand the mandate for future work on simplified procedures for 
the Rapid Movement of Musical Instruments during consideration of Doc. 61, consider 
the implications for musical instruments during future action on the purpose code “P” 
under Doc. 55, and support the mandate for consideration of musical instruments in next 
steps on e-permitting under Doc. 56.1.   
 

2. Musical Instrument Certificate - A Consolidated Permit 

The Musical Instrument Certificate (MIC) is not an exemption from the permit process. It is 
a consolidated permit. The MIC streamlines the requirement for obtaining multiple CITES export 
permits when an instrument contains CITES material and is not exempted from permit 
requirements by an annotation or a personal effects exemption. Musicians using the MIC apply 
to their CITES Management Authority for issuance of a single permit, which must then be 
credentialed by CITES enforcement officials at each designated port through which an 
instrument travels. Musical instruments accompanied by a CITES Musical Instrument Certificate 
may be hand-carried, in checked luggage, or transported via cargo for larger ensembles. The 
purpose code P is indicated on a certificate for personal use by individuals, and purpose code Q 
is indicated on a certificate when a larger ensemble may be considered a traveling exhibition of 
multiple instruments on a single permit. 

The costs associated with obtaining the documentation needed to support a permit application, 
required fees, and extra travel expense for reaching a CITES-designated port are a barrier for 
musicians, and the process of issuing and credentialing these permits is extremely variable from 
country to country. Limited ports are available for credentialing permits and enforcement officers 
are available at limited hours, which can prevent musicians from traveling efficiently and 
affordably. The process is in urgent need of harmonization in order to fully facilitate 
noncommercial travel with musical instruments.  

 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/COP/20/agenda/E-CoP20-061.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/COP/20/agenda/E-CoP20-055.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/COP/20/agenda/E-CoP20-056-01.pdf
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3. Personal Effects Exemption 

The personal effects exemption does not provide full solutions for traveling musicians. The 
extensive challenges in applying the personal effects exemption and in using the MIC were 
detailed in CoP19 Inf. 18 (Rev. 1), Consideration of Additional Efficiencies in the Movement of 
Musical Instruments for Non-Commercial Purposes. In this information document, the United 
States authorities noted that inefficiencies in the MIC as well as the personal effects exemption 
have led to clearance delays, seizures, and canceled performances. The personal effects 
exemption is only available for Appendix II-listed species, is unevenly accepted across 
CITES Parties, and is not available for large ensembles shipping instruments by cargo. 
 

4. Rapid Movement of Musical Instruments 

At the 16th Conference of the Parties (CoP16), Resolution Conf. 16.8 was adopted on Frequent 
Cross-Border Non-Commercial Movements of Musical Instruments, creating a multi-use Musical 
Instrument Certificate. At the 17th Conference of the Parties, clarifications were adopted in 
Resolution Conf. 16.8 (Rev. CoP17) to improve and clarify related procedures.  At the 18th meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties (CoP18), Decision 18.171 was adopted, including a directive for 
the Secretariat to prepare draft guidance on Simplified Procedures that “should include 
consideration of other types of specimens in addition to those identified in document CoP18 Doc. 
56, paragraph 13, with a focus on the international movement of CITES specimens where the 
trade will have a negligible impact on the species concerned.” At the 19th Conference of the 
Parties, Decision 19.160 directed the Standing Committee to: 
 
“consider the need for the development of further appropriate mechanisms, including guidance 
and capacity-building on simplified procedures in accordance with the recommendations in Part 
XIII of Resolution Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP19) on Permits and certificates, to facilitate the efficient 
international movement of wildlife samples for diagnostic purposes and/or conservation 
purposes and the non-commercial movement of musical instruments for purposes of 
performance, display or competition, for consideration by the 20th meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties” 
 
Musical Instrument stakeholders have participated in the working group on Rapid Movement of 
Wildlife Diagnostic Samples and of Musical Instruments and support the decisions in the Annex 
to Doc. 61, which would gather essential information about the implementation of permit 
requirements and exemptions, identify relevant challenges Parties are facing, and develop for 
publication on the CITES website a webpage bringing together information on the available 
mechanisms for noncommercial movement of musical instruments. This resource would include 
a register of Parties’ existing arrangements with a link to country-specific information. The 
proposed one-page simplified guidance would be a helpful resource to musicians and 
ensembles attempting to navigate these procedures. The music stakeholder community stands 
ready to partner in these potential next steps and encourages the Parties to identify a rapid 
timeline for implementing these resources, however we respectfully disagree with the 
working group’s finding that CITES simplified procedures as outlined in the relevant 
resolutions “work.” 
 
Immediate steps are urgently needed to consider revisions that will substantially improve 
noncommercial movement of musical instruments. An increasing number of CITES parties, 
including the European Union, require a traveling exhibition certificate (TEC) issued by the first 
entry country even if there is a TEC presented that was issued by the country of departure, and 
no longer recognize traveling exhibition certificates issued beyond their borders that are 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-CoP19-Inf-18-R1.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/document/E-Res-16-08-R17_0.pdf
https://cites.org/eng/dec/index.php/42068
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/18/doc/E-CoP18-056.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/cop/18/doc/E-CoP18-056.pdf
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compliant with the terms of a Musical Instrument Certificate, due to new domestic regulations. 
This means that ensembles, management authorities, and enforcement officials alike would 
need to forgo the efficiency of a single permit for a group of instruments and instead seek 
multiple documents for travel. These barriers may be overcome with simple revisions to the 
relevant CITES resolutions. 

We request an expansion of the draft decisions proposed under Doc. 61 Annex A to 
examine Resolution Conf. 16.8 (Rev. CoP17) on Frequent Cross-Border Non-Commercial 
Movements of Musical Instruments, Resolution Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP19) on Permits and 
Certificates, Resolution Conf. 13.7 (Rev. CoP17) on Control of Trade in Personal and 
Household Effects, and any other relevant resolutions for possible amendments to 
advance for consideration at CoP21. 

 
 5. Electronic Systems and Information Technology 
 
As we await opportunities for improvements to the permit process, we strongly support the 
efforts among CITES parties to institute an electronic permit system. Electronic permitting 
would help to streamline and make more efficient the process of acquiring, using, and 
invalidating musical instrument certificates. Currently, musicians holding individual permits 
must void them before their instruments are included on a group permit. Given the narrow 
timeframe between engagements, this is impractical. An electronic system would help speed the 
permit issuance and the invalidation processes, while reducing the burden on enforcement 
authorities. Additionally, for individual musicians who retain ownership of their instruments over 
time, the permit burden would be lessened by streamlining the permit renewal process. 
Electronic systems also hold potential for relieving the burden posed by the requirement to 
physically credential permits at each border crossing. They would also enhance transparency 
and allow real-time data exchange between management and enforcement authorities, thereby 
improving conservation oversight. 
 
At the 19th Conference of Parties, Decision 19.151 was adopted, including the following two 
actions directed to the Standing Committee of relevance to the Musical Instrument Certificate: 
 

c) recognizing the importance of the requirement for endorsement of permits and 
certificates at export, explore possible alternatives to the physical endorsement; 
 
and 
 
g) consider ways in which electronic CITES permitting systems can simplify procedures 
for the non-commercial movement of musical instruments; 

 
While some progress has been made to explore 2D bar code implementation for permits, SC78 
Doc. 51 (Rev 1) indicated the following regarding Decision 19.151, g): 
 
Non-commercial movement of musical instruments  
 

27. Regarding Decision 19.151, paragraph g), no progress has been made on ways in 
which electronic CITES permitting systems can simplify the procedures for the 
movement of musical instruments. However, the Secretariat notes that this is linked to 
Decision 19.160 on the rapid movement of wildlife diagnostic samples and musical 

https://cites.org/eng/dec/index.php/44355
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC78-51-R1.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC78-51-R1.pdf
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instruments and suggests renewing Decision 19.151, paragraph g) until work on 
Decision 19.160 as reported in document SC78 Doc. 56 has been completed. 

 
We support the draft decision proposed in Doc. 56.1, 20.BB., (f), which would renew and 
extend consideration of ways that simplified procedures for non-commercial movement 
of musical instruments can be supported by electronic CITES permitting systems.  
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